
On Our Pond
Quarterly Newsletter Published By:
Hillsborough County Public Works 

Specialized Services
2420 N. Falkenburg Rd.

Tampa, FL 33619
(813) 744-5671

www.hillsboroughcounty.org/publicworks

Adopt-A-Pond: Jennifer Aragon

aragonj@hillsboroughcounty.org

Lakes & Streams: John McGee
mcgeej@hillsboroughcounty.org

www.hillsborough.wateratlas.org

Volume 16, No 4

Winter 2011

Adopt-A-Pond is sponsored by Hillsborough County, the Hillsborough River and Alafia River

Basin Boards of the Southwest Florida Water Management District, and YOU!

On Our PondOn Our Pond
A NEWSLETTER FOR CLEANER WATER & BETTER

AQUATIC ENVIRONMENTS IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

Also inside, our regular series:
Plant Spotlight.......page 4

Refresher Course.......page 7

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

For Effective Pond Management - Be Proactive!

Adopt-A-Pond Prepares for the Recycle Regatta

Trash Catcher Contest

Seagrass Counts in Tampa Bay

New Lakewatch Sample Collection Centers

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

For Effective Pond Management - Be Proactive!

Adopt-A-Pond Prepares for the Recycle Regatta

Trash Catcher Contest

Seagrass Counts in Tampa Bay

New Lakewatch Sample Collection Centers

2010 Best Maintained Pond2010 Best Maintained Pond
See page 3 for detailsSee page 3 for details



On Our Pondpage 2

It is imperative to be proactive to effectively manage your

stormwater pond.  There have been several instances

recently where ponds have been completely covered by

invasive vegetation before we are contacted about what can

be done to control it.  This vegetation grows rapidly, but it

doesn’t cover the pond overnight.  

It is much easier and less costly to control invasive plants

when you first spot them, rather than wait to see what’s

going to happen.  We understand that you may not know

whether a plant is invasive or not, but that is what we are

here for.  If you see a plant growing in your pond that you

are worried about and you know it wasn’t one your group

planted, contact Jennifer Aragon, your Adopt-A-Pond

coordinator, at (813) 744-5671.  We may even be able to

identify it by a digital picture.  

If the plant is invasive, we can give you management options to control further spread of the plant.  Keep in mind

that there are no miracle cures.  Even if you effectively control an invasive plant one year, there is the potential for

it or another type to appear in the pond again, even several years down the road.  Make sure to continue inspecting

all around the pond on a regular basis so your pond won’t fall victim to pond neglect.

For Effective Pond Management - Be Proactive!

Adopt-A-Pond Prepares for the Recycle Regatta 

Prevent your pond from looking like this.

Be proactive with pond maintenance.

Adopt-A-Pond program staff have decided to grab our paddles and challenge ourselves at this years’ Recycle Regatta,
hosted by Keep Hillsborough County Beautiful.  The Recycle Regatta involves building a watercraft, made from at
least 70% recycled materials taken from the waste stream, and paddling it over a quarter-mile course down the
Hillsborough River.  The watercraft needs to be able to hold two people and be human powered.  It also has to be able
to stay afloat and be designed well enough to keep up with the other boats.  Sounds easy enough, right?  We’ll see...

The Recycle Regatta event is designed to heighten awareness about recycling and encourage people to be creative in
coming up with uses for otherwise discarded materials.
Eligible groups participating in the event include high
school clubs, scout groups, college groups, chamber
teams, corporate teams, and civic groups.  Participants
need to be at least 14 years old to race.  The deadline
to register for this year’s event has already passed, but
come out and support your Adopt-A-Pond crew.  You
might get a good laugh out of our attempt to paddle
our contraption down the river!

This years’ Recycle Regatta will be held on Saturday,
March 26th at Lowry Park (not the zoo) in Tampa
starting at 9:30 am.  There will be lots of entertainment
that day including the boat race, environmental booths,
and an artwork competition called Trashformations
Tampa Bay.  For more information on this event, visit
www.khcbonline.org and search for Reuse-a-Palooza.

I hope I don’t

draw the 

shortest straw!



This year’s Best Maintained Pond competition was a very tight race.  There were a total of 11 ponds competing and
many of them are very well maintained.  Our team of six judges from various disciplines that relate to Adopt-A-Pond
visited these ponds and ranked them according to several criteria.  There were a total of 216 possible points and each
competing pond’s score is listed below.  

The 2010 Best Maintained Pond was Eaglebrook Phase 2 (Pond Group 08-09).  Congratulations!  The judges
commented on how the pond had little nuisance vegetation.  There was a good buffer of Florida-friendly landscaping
along the side of the pond.  The group had also worked on enhancing the pond even further with a decorative bridge,
and a floating island of plants that will aid in cleaning the pond.  

The Eaglebrook Phase 2 pond group has been active with the Adopt-A-pond program since 2008.  They’ve tackled
some problems along the way, but have come out victorious.  The group requested the Adopt-A-Pond program’s

guidance to help beautify and clean their aquatic landscape.  (They came
into the program with salvinia minima (a.k.a. water fern) covering a large
portion of the pond as well as other non-native plants along the
shoreline.)  Through the Adopt-A-Pond restoration process, they have
managed to get these problems under control while learning the
importance of having native plants help clean the pond water.  The
group’s representative, Scott McDonald, said the Adopt-A-Pond program
has “helped unify our community by bringing friends and neighbors
together in a very positive way.”  They’re very proud of all of their hard

work including building
and installing the bridge
and floating island in the
pond.

The prize for winning
this years’ competition
was a park bench.  When
put next to the pond, it
will provide a nice area
for them to sit and enjoy
all of their hard work!
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Eaglebrook Phase 2 Before

2010 Best Maintained Pond:  08-09 Eaglebrook Phase 2

Eaglebrook Phase 2 Now

Final Results

Pond Score

08-09 Eaglebrook Phase 2: 189 pts

98-07 Greco – Sherman:  188 pts

06-28 Lake Heather: 173 pts

07-03 Forest North: 169 pts

06-35 Lake Forest: 163 pts

05-06 Spring Lake: 163 pts

06-34 Summer Springs: 158 pts

08-13 Tarawood Subdiv: 121 pts

06-23 Quail Ridge Pond: 113 pts

06-03 Mary Bryant Elem: 110 pts

07-02 Forest East: 110 pts 

Eaglebrook Phase 2 Now



The Stormwater Environmental Programs are holding a contest to give away five trash-catching devices to interested
pond or lake residents.  The device is a net system that floats in the water near a pipe to catch trash that enters the
pond or lake.  It collects the trash into an area where you can easily clean it out.  The additional benefit is that this
design has no chance of causing obstructions to drainage since it’s placed downstream of the pipe.  A Right-of-Way
Use permit is not required since the device doesn’t attach to the drainage structure.  This concept was brought to us
by an Adopt-A-Pond volunteer and the design was refined by our staff with help from other volunteers.  It’s
lightweight and unobtrusive.

To enter this contest, you must be part of an Adopt-A-Pond group or live on a lake that participates in the Lake
Management Program.  Recipients must agree to collect trash
from the device and report how much is collected monthly.  The
contestants are also required to e-mail or write to us describing
(1) the water body and address on the water body where you
will place the device, (2) who will install and maintain the
device, (3) why you think your location should receive the
device, and (4) how this device fits into your overall
management strategy.  

Entries will be evaluated based on the applicant’s overall
participation in the appropriate program, demonstration of need
and commitment to monitor and report.  Submit your entry by e-
mail to mcgeej@hillsboroughcounty.org or by mail to Trash
Catcher Contest, attn: John McGee, 2420 Falkenburg Rd., Tampa
FL  33619.  Entries must be received by 5:00pm March 24, 2011.

Red Ludwigia is a submerged aquatic plant, which means it grows primarily
under the water surface.  It grows in shallow freshwater areas in Florida.  The
leaves of the plant are either dark green to dark red in color.  It can grow in shady
areas, but more sunlight is needed for the leaves to turn red.  Other factors including
nutrient levels can also cause the color to change.

Red Ludwigia flowers can be found along the stem of the plant where the leaves
connect with the stem.  However, they are hard to see.  The flowers are also green
to red, so they blend in well with the rest of the plant.

Like other submerged aquatic vegetation, Red Ludwigia provides a great area for
fish to hide from predators.  Other benefits include soil stabilization, nutrient
filtration, and water clarity improvement so you can see deeper into the water.

This is a great plant to use if you would like to add some color to your pond or lake.
With all the extra benefits of this plant, who could ask for anything more!

Pond Plant Spotlight – Red Ludwigia
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Pond Group Reminder: The weather has cooled down considerably and many weeds have

died back or at least aren’t growing as fast.  Now is a great time to “fine tune” your pond plantings.

Prune trees and shrubs, plan new planting areas, and install bird houses and feeders.  Talk to your

neighbors about the Adopt-A-Pond program and stormwater pollution prevention.

Trash-Catcher Contest

A trash catcher is an effective way to corral

trash that flows into a pond or lake.
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We’ve recently made some revisions to the Lake Management Program policy.  This policy was announced in the
Fall 2010 issue of this newsletter.  It provides a framework for how the Lake Management Program operates.  But
after implementing it, we realized that some things needed clarification.  The original policy didn’t adequately
address the most popular part of our program…Lakewatch sampling.  We also clarified the process for developing
management strategies and most importantly, how all of these aspects flow together.

So, in a nutshell, here’s how our program works:  

The County contracts with the Lakewatch program to train volunteers and analyze samples, which is free to any
lake in the county.  The first step to participate in the Lake Management Program is to have an active Lakewatch
volunteer.  The data generated by the volunteer and the information learned from Lakewatch are the basis for
further management.  You can’t effectively manage a lake if you don’t have reliable information about what’s
going on in the lake.

If you have a Lakewatch volunteer and are interested in doing more to manage your lake, the program can help
your community develop a management strategy.  We provide technical assistance to evaluate problems,
understand options, and plan for action.  Then, if you need assistance from the County in implementing the actions
called for in your strategy, your community can apply through the Voluntary Cooperative Assistance process.

For details on how all of this works, please see the Hillsborough County Lake Management Program Policies &
Procedures document located at www.hillsborough.wateratlas.org/lamp.  To get started on your lake, or if you
have any questions, you can contact us from that website as well.

Lake Management Program Policy Update

New Lakewatch Sample Collection Centers
Our two northern water quality sample collection locations have changed

as of December 28.  The Keystone location has moved to Austin-Davis

Public Library (17808 Wayne Rd., Odessa), a few steps from the Keystone

Civic Center.  The Nye Park location has moved to the Lutz Branch

Library (101 Lutz-Lake Fern Rd. W., Lutz).

With budget restrictions, the Parks Department has been forced to alter

their operating hours at the former locations.  This meant that several of

you, our volunteers, were having trouble delivering your samples.  As a

result, we formed a new partnership with Library Services.  The libraries

have been very helpful and we’re both excited to form this new

partnership.  After all, our mission is education and dissemination of

scientific information about water resources.  And the libraries are all

about education and dissemination of all kinds of information.  We think this new arrangement will be mutually

beneficial for both our programs.

The Austin-Davis site is outside the library building by the service entrance (NW side of the building). It’s

accessible any time without going into the library, but you need the combination to open the lock.  The Lutz

location is inside the library, so you’ll have to go during operating hours and ask a Librarian for assistance.  If you

are a registered sampling volunteer, you should have received a letter detailing how the new collection centers will

operate.  YOU WILL NEED THIS LETTER.  It contains the combination and other details about accessing the

locations.  If you are registered to collect samples and didn’t receive the letter, please contact John McGee at (813)

744-5671.  And next time you’re at either of these libraries, let them know how much we appreciate their help!



Seagrass Counts in Tampa Bay
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Recently, we had the opportunity to help out the Tampa Bay Estuary Program

(TBEP) with their annual seagrass monitoring.  TBEP and other local

agencies do this each year to determine how healthy and abundant the

seagrass populations are in Tampa Bay.  The monitoring involved

identifying the types of seagrasses, the area they cover, and

determining their health throughout the bay.  

Seagrasses are plants that live in shallow areas of bays, lagoons,

and along the continental shelf of the Gulf of Mexico.  It’s

important to protect these plants because they provide many

essential functions for the bay.  They provide habitat, food, and act

as a nursery for many types of fish, crustaceans, and shellfish.  They

also help stabilize soil in the bay, improve water clarity, and are very

important for recreational and commercial fishing.    

Since seagrasses are sensitive to changes in the

environment, it’s important to regularly assess them.

This sensitivity also acts as an indicator of the health of

the bay.  There are several things that can cause

seagrass populations to decline including dredgings and

filling, propeller scarring, and pollution, such as high

nutrients in the bay.  Although nutrients (like nitrogen

and phosphorus) are a requirement for these plants to

grow, in excess, they can have a negative impact on

them.  Like using vitamins, more doesn’t mean it’s

better.  Too many nutrients in the bay leads to algae

growth and algae cloud the water.  When the water is

murky, sunlight has a hard time reaching these plants

and their populations can be affected.

According to Tampa Bay Watch, Tampa Bay has lost

over 80 percent of its seagrass coverage over the last

100 years.  Large-scale efforts have been underway to try to restore these communities with much success, but

there is much more to do.  You as individuals also need to play a part in their protection.  Examples of things you

should be doing are:

P Using marked channels when boating to avoid running aground 
in seagrass beds,

P Properly disposing of hazardous materials, and

P Using more Florida-friendly landscape practices to reduce your 
nutrient impact on the bay.

We really enjoyed having the opportunity to learn and implement the

proper techniques involved in seagrass monitoring at a few sites in

Tampa Bay.  While there, we were privileged to come across several

animals including fish, Roseate Spoonbills, dolphins, and stingrays.

By the way, the stingray shuffle really does work.  We even managed

to unintentionally catch a Sand Dollar with our anchor!

Our team measuring the abundance and health of

seagrass in Tampa Bay.

An anchored Sand Dollar!



techniques are used, fewer grass carp are needed to

keep the vegetation under control.  It has been shown

that even one fish per acre can effectively control the

regrowth of hydrilla.  

Before deciding whether you’ll need more grass carp,

wait at least six months to a year after they are first

introduced to the water body.  By this time, you should

be able to get a good idea whether the grass carp have

effectively controlled (not eliminated) the invasive

vegetation in the water.  If you’re not sure about the

grass carp’s effectiveness, contact your program

coordinator to have a look.  If you need to add more,

do it slowly by adding a few at a time.

In any aquatic weed management strategy, it’s

important to also work on restoring the native plant

community in and around the water.  The native plants

will help prevent the nuisance ones from coming back

and will help filter nutrients from the water.  Lower

grass carp numbers will help make this process easier,

but it may be necessary to screen/fence off the newly

planted vegetation until they are better established and

filled-in.  
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Triploid grass carp are a great way to

control certain nuisance vegetation in

ponds and lakes, but they aren’t ideal for

every situation.  The key thing to

understand is that they aren’t a cure-all

and could actually lead to more problems

in certain circumstances.

Grass carp are an herbivorous fish,

which means they like to eat or graze on

plants.  They can live 20 or more years

and are hard to remove from a water

body once established, so they are in it

for the long-term.  Their preferred food

is submersed plants and young tender

leaves of plants.  When that’s not

available, they will feed on other types

of vegetation, including the native

aquatic plants in or hanging over the

water.

Primarily, grass carp are used to control hydrilla

infestations.  Many times they effectively control

hydrilla, but remember, if all of the hydrilla is

consumed from the water, the grass carp won’t have

anything to eat.  Some negative effects could result.

They may begin going after other vegetation in the

water, like the native plants you recently planted in

your restoration project.  If all of the plant material is

consumed from the water, algae problems may occur.

There could also be other weeds that start to grow in

place of the hydrilla.  That’s why it’s also important to

consider the amount of grass carp that’s appropriate for

your situation.  

In Florida, a permit is required from the Florida Fish

and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) to get

grass carp (for more information, visit myfwc.com).

You can find examples of typical stocking rates on

their website as well as other websites.  

There are a few things to keep in mind when figuring

out how many you should use.  It’s always best to err

on the side of caution.  Remember, more isn’t always

better.  Start with an amount on the lower end of the

suggested range, if not even lower.  You can always

add more if necessary.  If other aquatic management

Refresher Course: Triploid Grass Carp

2 + 2 = 8?

Grass carp aren’t good at solving all problems.



Mark your calendars for this year’s Lake, Pond, and Stream Night.  It will be

held on Friday, March 25th from 6-9pm at the Florida Aquarium.  This event

features displays from various local environmental organizations.  It’s a family-

friendly event that gives you an opportunity to learn more about water

conservation, management, and other water related topics.  There will also be

seminars conducted throughout the night on special topics to be announced at a

later time.

This is also a great opportunity to show off all the hard work you have done on a

lake, pond, or stream.  If you are an Adopt-A-Pond, Lake Management, or

Stream Waterwatch program participant or a local Boy Scout/Girl Scout troop

and would like to set up a display at this event, please contact us at

aragonj@hillsboroughcounty.org or 744-5671.  

Keep an eye out for your invitation (which will also be your admittance pass) in

the mail in March for more details.  We look forward to seeing you there!

Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners

An Affirmative Action-Equal Opportunity Employer
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Lake, Pond & Stream Night Coming Soon!


