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You’ve probably seen them flying around the water and in your gardens,

but what exactly is the difference between dragonflies and damselflies?

Let’s first go over characteristics they share.

Dragonflies and damselflies belong to the same group of insects,

Odonata.  They have very large eyes, two sets of wings, and a long, thin

body.  Both spend a portion of their life underwater as larvae (their

juvenile form), gills and all!  

A good way to tell these two insects apart is by looking at their wings.

Dragonflies have larger rear wings than the front set, while

damselflies’ wings are all the same size.  Also, dragonflies leave their

wings spread apart when they’re resting, while damselflies fold them together.

Both are beneficial to have around your neighborhood.  Dragonflies and

damselflies enjoy eating pests like gnats, flies, termites, and mosquitos.

The presence of these two insects can be viewed as a sign of the

waterbody’s health.  They are sensitive to pollutants and other

environmental conditions and they like areas with a variety of small

habitats.  You’ll see them around heavily planted waterbodies because

they need plants at all stages of their lives.  Next time you’re out by the

water, sit a minute and watch these interesting creatures.  See if you

can tell them apart.

Dragonflies and Damselflies

What’s Making That Sound? - Frog Listening Network

While sitting at my computer after a summer storm, I suddenly heard a sheep’s “bah” outside my window.  I thought

to myself, that can’t possibly be a sheep; not in my neighborhood.  I figured, it just finished raining, so maybe it’s a

frog or toad making that noise.  I quickly typed into my computer keyboard the “Frog Listening Network” to find out.  

The Hillsborough River Watershed Alliance has developed a new audio presentation about frogs and toads in the area.

It’s available on the Hillsborough Water Atlas at www.hillsborough.wateratlas.usf.edu/fln.  The new program can be

downloaded to your MP3 player or listened to via the web (no audio player needed).  I used this tool to pin-point that

the “bah” sound was in fact coming from an eastern narrow-mouthed

toad, not a sheep.  The website also provided me with pictures and

information on the characteristics and behaviors of this toad.

John Walkinshaw, from the Hillsborough River Watershed Alliance, says

the Frog Listening Network is a “volunteer-based monitoring program

in which the public is trained to collect data about frog and toad

populations in west-central Florida. Volunteers learn how to identify

amphibians both audibly and visually. You do not have to be a scientist

to be a part of the Frog Listening Network, and volunteers of all ages

and backgrounds are welcome.”  They provide this training free of

charge and provide educational materials that make monitoring these

populations fun and easy.  They also have a newly updated display at

the Lowry Park Zoo, so check it out next time you’re there.

Copyright © 2011 Dan Irizarry

Copyright © John Abbott

Powdered Dancer

Damselfly

Common Green Darner

Dragonfly

The eastern narrow-mouthed toad’s

call sounds like a sheep’s “bah.”
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Groundcovers for a Florida Landscape

Groundcovers, a Florida-Friendly turfgrass alternative,
add color and texture to your landscape in areas where
turf won’t grow or you don’t want it.  In time,
groundcovers require fewer inputs than turfgrass such
as fertilizer, pesticides, water, and overall maintenance.
There are several Florida-Friendly groundcovers.  As
with all plant additions and before making the
purchase, consider your site conditions: sun, shade, soil
pH and type (wet or dry), and mature size.  

Two of my favorites are Perennial peanut and Bronze
Beauty jasmine.  Perennial peanut does very well in
full sun, while Bronze Beauty jasmine performs better
in more shade.  Perennial peanut has a lovely rounded
leaf.  It dies back above ground in the winter, but the
rhizomes remain alive underground.  The plants return in the spring and
produce golden edible flowers.  Cassie Nesflor, my neighbor says:  “If the
economy worsens, my family will be eating the Perennial peanut flowers in
your easement.”  I will take photos should that happen!  Bronze Beauty
jasmine produces small white flowers and is a beauty because of the three
foliage colors:  dark green, light green and a reddish-bronze.  

Both Perennial peanut and Bronze Beauty jasmine will fully cover an area
within 2-3 years depending on the spacing.  Both groundcovers, spaced 24
inches on center, from the center of one to the center of the next plant,
would require 100 plants to cover 400 square feet.  Placed 36 inches on
center, 100 plants would cover 900 square feet.  The difference is the
amount of money you want to spend on the plants, how many
holes you want to dig, amount of mulch you want to
purchase/spread and how soon you want the area to be fully
covered.  Mulch is important because it retains moisture in the
soil so you can water less once the plants are established.  

To help determine which groundcovers will thrive in your
area, download or order a free copy of The Florida-Friendly

LandscapingTM Guide to Plant Selection & Landscape Design

at www.swfwmd.state.fl.us.  For additional information on
Perennial peanut, visit
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_landscape_perennial_peanut. 

For horticultural assistance, contact the Hillsborough County
Extension Office, 744-5519, or visit us at 5339 County Road
579, Seffner, FL  33584.  
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by Lynn Barber, Hillsborough County Extension

Sunshine mimosa is another attractive

groundcover that may be a great

addition to your landscape.

Bronze Beauty jasmine is unique

with its three foliage colors.

Perennial peanut has

golden edible flowers.



Do you have an association or club meeting where you’d
like to hear more about what stormwater services are
provided by Hillsborough County?  We are now offering
a free Stormwater Programs DVD that features four video
segments explaining just that!

The first segment features a video on why we manage
stormwater in the county.  It also explains how pollutants
can get into our waterways when it rains.  The regulatory
importance of what we do is also emphasized.  

The next segment shows how our stormwater
management tools are put into practice.  When a call
comes in from a citizen about a flooding issue, county
stormwater engineers will investigate the cause and plan
against flooding in the future.

The final two segments of the video feature our team in
action.  They show how the county detects cracks in
stormwater pipes, works to keep waterways clear, and manages
invasive, exotic plants.  The video also covers all the county’s stormwater educational programs that allow us to
team up with citizens so everyone can play a part in protecting our waterways.

Watching this video is a great way to learn more about the Hillsborough County government.  To order a free copy
of the Stormwater Programs DVD for your next meeting, contact us at aragonj@hillsboroughcounty.org or at
(813)744-5671.  

The Laurel oak (Quercus Laurifolia) is a common acorn-bearing canopy tree

found throughout Florida.  It can be 60 to 100 feet in height at maturity and

can provide plenty of shade for a nice picnic or daydreaming session.  The

laurel oak thrives in moist, sandy soils and is usually seen along streams or

lakes.  It is also known as the swamp oak because of its proximity to water.

Laurel oaks are fast-growing and live about 40 years,

even in urban environments.

The dark gray to near-black trunk of the tree is straight

and may form all the way to the top, giving the tree an

often triangular look.  The rounded diamond-shaped

leaves will fall in late winter and are waxy and dark

green.  The multitudes of ⅔-inch acorns mature in 2

years and drop in October bringing a great amount of

wildlife to the area to gather and eat.  Hanging yellow

flowers (catkins) appear in Spring when the leaves begin to grow again.

Pond Plant Spotlight:  Laurel Oak
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Stormwater Programs DVD for Your Meeting

by Jessica Newport

Bring the Stormwater Programs DVD to your next

association meeting to learn more about the county.
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Active Adopt-A-Ponds in Boyette Springs

With over 300 ponds throughout Hillsborough County in the Adopt-A-Pond program, have you ever wondered what

Adopt-A-Pond groups are in your area?  Well, we’re going to help you find out.  

In each newsletter, we’re going to highlight an area of the county and show all the active groups in that neighborhood.

In this edition, we’ve featured the Boyette Springs area in Riverview.  This community is located east of Interstate 75

along Boyette Road.  There are four active groups in this area including Pond Dwellers (11-03), Tarragon Ponders

(10-06), Boyette Springs-Parkhurst (11-10), and Hope Spring Pond (10-12).  

The pond issues experienced by some of these groups are not uncommon.  They include issues controlling duckweed,

an invasion of exotic apple snails, and trash flowing in from the streets when it rains.  Each group has worked on

developing plans to tackle these issues.  They’ve planted native vegetation in and around the pond (including one who

installed a floating island of plants), skimmed out duckweed and trash, installed trash catchers, and scraped off exotic

apple snail eggs.

Although each pond is a little different from the next, meeting other groups in the area can provide a network for

sharing resources, information, and experiences with others.  To find out which Adopt-A-Ponds are in your area, visit

http://maps.wateratlas.usf.edu/hillsborough.

The Boyette Springs area in Riverview

has 4 active Adopt-A-Pond groups.



Sampling All-Stars
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“Let Us In!” - Lake Access

The Lake Management Program assists lake communities by monitoring a select and rotating set of lakes in the

county.  Obviously we don’t have the resources to sample every lake…that’s why we fund Lakewatch.  But

sometimes a certain lake will need a little extra data gathering for a period of time.  This service is free of charge

and involves scientific monitoring of a suite of water quality parameters.  This data is necessary to manage and

protect the lake.

Most lakes in Hillsborough County are privately owned, so we often need permission from a community or

property owner to gain access.  If possible, we try to use the least obtrusive location such as a community boat ramp

or wide stable property, but even these often have restricted

access.

This is where you come in.  You might think people would jump

at the opportunity, but we spend a good deal of time trying to

get access to lakes and justify why we need it.  If you’re

contacted by someone affiliated with our program about access

to the lake, please understand it is for everyone’s benefit.  We’ve

picked your lake out of literally hundreds of others to offer a

very special service that would cost several hundred dollars

every quarter to obtain commercially.  If we can’t get into your

lake, we can’t help.  
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We’d like to recognize all our sampling volunteers in Lakewatch, Pondwatch, and Streamwaterwatch who diligently
collect their samples every month.  When you turn in all 12 samples in a year, that makes the most of our program
and helps ensure that we continue to get funding.  It also provides the most complete set of data to understand the
conditions in your waterbody and in the county as a whole.

A big thank you to the following sampling volunteers who submitted all 12 samples in the 2010 contract year!

Z Alafia River 203 - Anita Vassanapradit and Margaret & Natalie Ordonez

Z Blackwater 150 - Sheryl Bowman and Thomas Weekes

Z Lake Dan - Hillsborough County Parks & Recreation

Z Dead Lady Lake - Dan Duerr

Z Lake Eckles - Louise Ruggeri and Marty & Annie Clausen

Z Lake Flynn - Hillsborough County Parks & Recreation

Z Hillsborough River 128 - Tom Pryor

Z Lake Josephine - Joanne Spurlino

Z Lake Magdalene - Mike Pursifull and Ralph Swank II

Z Sweetwater Creek 324 - Bob Luce

AllStars
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Refresher Course: How Much Plant Coverage is Needed?

Wetlands are not only important for the health of plants and animals, they’re also beneficial to people.  They include
areas like swamps, lakes, marshes, and even ponds.  Although man-made stormwater ponds are not natural wetlands,
they can provide similar functions.  

Wetlands help improve water quality, provide habitat for wildlife, help prevent flooding, provide recreational
opportunities, and can improve the look of your community.   We often receive calls and Adopt-A-Pond applications
from people interested in improving these functions in the pond in their neighborhood.  One way to do this is by

planting native vegetation in and around the pond.  The questions is, “How many
plants are needed to create a healthy, balanced system?”

That’s a great question, but there isn’t a simple answer that can be used
in every situation.  All ponds are a little different.  On average, about

30 percent plant coverage of the entire waterbody is effective.

Consider all of the areas of the pond that plants can grow.  There
are four categories of aquatic plants based on where they grow;
emergent (rooted in the ground under water, but most of the plant
is found above the water), floating-leaved rooted (e.g. lily pads),
submersed (grow completely under water), and free floating (float
with roots hanging in the water).

Depending on the amount of nutrients naturally found in the pond
and the amount added by water runoff from the drainage area, the
pond may need more than 30 percent plant coverage.  Plants play

an important role in absorbing nutrients (particularly nitrogen and phosphorus) from the waterbody.  The goal is to
create a balance in the amount of nutrients coming into the waterbody with the amount being taken-up by the plants.  

There may be areas of the pond that are too deep and plants can’t grow, so be creative and find other ways to add
plants.  For example, some Adopt-A-Pond groups have designed and planted floating islands to anchor out in the pond
to get additional coverage.

It’s not only important to have plants in the water, but also to add trees, shrubs, and other vegetation higher up on the
banks.  This will help filter water runoff
and create natural pathways for animals
to travel along.  

A well-landscaped pond can be an asset to
your community.  They improve water
quality and can boost property values.  The
vegetation provides great areas for
birdwatching and fishing.  It also provides a
calm, natural environment to escape to and
relax after a stressful day at work.

Check your pond to see if you have the
right amount of plant coverage.  Don’t
forget about the submersed plants.  They’re
the plant workhorse for improving a pond’s
ecosystem.

Ponds should have around 30 percent plant

coverage to create a healthy, balanced system.

Main categories of aquatic plants.



The 2012 Stormwater Environmental Education Programs calendars

are now ready for display on your wall!  This year’s calendar features

the various landscapes found around lakes, ponds, and streams in

Hillsborough County.  

A lot of great photos were submitted by our program participants this

year.  Unfortunately, not all of them were able to make it on the

monthly pages.  Like last year, we included a section at the end of the

calendar to highlight a lot of the additional photos submitted.  Make

sure to check out those photos as well.

We would like to thank everyone who submitted photos and say

“Congratulations!” to those whose photos are in the calendar.

If you would like to order one of our free 2012 calendars, submit your

request to aragonj@hillsboroughcounty.org or call (813)744-5671.

We only have a limited number of calendars, so get them before

they’re gone!

Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners

An Affirmative Action-Equal Opportunity Employer
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2012 Calendars Now Available!


