
Lake Elizabeth Narrative

The following narrative was derived from an interview with Laura Genre at her 
home on the shores of Lake Elizabeth, on February 4th, 2000. Laura's 
perspective is significant in that it sheds light on changes that have occurred in 
the social and natural environments, which comprise the Lake Elizabeth area. 
Her views also expose some of the characteristics longtime residents' value in 
the lake environments in which they live.

Family History

Laura and Jack Genre moved into their home on Lake Elizabeth after Jack's retirement in 1965. Although Laura was 
raised in Tampa and graduated from Plant High School, she had not lived in the area since the late 1930's. Jack, 
whose real name is Emile, was originally from Staten Island. The couple met in the military, were eventually married, 
and ended up raising two children, Ken and Patricia. In 1956, after living in many parts of the country due to Jack's 
job as a salesman, the Genres looked to Florida to buy a retirement home. Laura comments about buying the 
property; in doing so, she exposes the enormous increase in lakefront property values in the last fifty years. She 
comments, "We went all over the state looking for property. And we were looking for a white water lake. And when 
we found this, my sister found the article in the newspaper. Can you imagine $7,500.00 compared to today, you can 
laugh, [but] that was big money then." 

When the Genre's built their home in 1965, there were only two homes on the lake. 
Laura recalls the area's residents at that time- the Fishes, the Lloyds, and May 
Charleton. Laura reminisces about the many hours she and her deceased husband 
shared on the lake; in doing so, she displays her knowledge of the lake's ecosystem. She 
states, "Oh, we used the lake all the time. I shampooed my hair down there. I swam 
everyday. And, [Jack and I] kept the lake clean. We'd spend hours down there. 
Alligators and snakes didn't bother us. They went their way and we went ours…But 
what is an alligator going to do who has been chased out of it's natural habitat?"

The Genre's son had some of his first sailing experiences on the lake under the guidance 
of his father, an accomplished sailor. Laura fondly remembers the sailboat her husband 
and son use to own, "Well, they had a little sixteen footer, because, as I said, my 
husband had done quite a bit of sailing. We used to keep it moored out there on the 
mooring. And it really made a beautiful picture."

Jack passed away thirteen years ago, however his sense of humor is remembered. 

"My husband was [an avid gardener]. I'm a member of the garden club. 
And…my husband used to laugh. He would say, 'I'm the gardener. You go to the 
club, but I'm the gardener.' That's right he was. He's the one that landscaped the 
yard, cut the grass and things like that. I'm not spending as much time [in the yard 

as I used to]…I just don't have the energy. I'll be eighty in September." 
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Laura's words exemplify her modesty. On the day we met for the interview, she was doing yard work when I 
arrived. Although others mow her lawn, she maintains the majority of the vegetation on her property. In fact, she 
muses that her job is to just "maintain" the beautiful landscape Jack created.

The Genre's had a special fondness for two Oak trees in their back yard. Laura discusses the trees and the demise of 
one of them while we are looking at a painting of their home and yard. She states, "You can see the two big Oaks 
here…And, why this one got hit by lightning I'll never know. Took ten years to die. Can you believe it? I wouldn't 
have it cut down, because as long as there was a leaf on it, it wasn't coming down. But then all of a sudden one year, 
[there was] not one leaf…" 

Unfortunately, with Jack's passing and the passing of time, Mrs. Genre does not spend 
as much time as she used to in the lake environment, however in recent years a new 
generation of Genres has come to enjoy the lake. In the following quote, Laura talks 
about her grandsons playing on the lake's shore. 

"…[T]he last time my grandson was here he caught a bass about that big (she 
demonstrates with her hands). He was thrilled to death…I took them down to the 
water. They have got to know how to fish. My grandsons when they've come 
down to stay with me, they have spent hours down at the lake. Oh, they have a 
great time."

Lake History

Lake Elizabeth is located in northwestern Hillsborough County, just south of Rogers Road and east of Gunn 
Highway. It is 18.9 acres and is considered a clearwater lake. 

Laura has seen various animals in the area over the years. When asked if she has seen a decline in the variety and 
numbers of animals, she replied,

"Oh definitely. They used to have foxes and deer…I looked up one morning and I saw, I think there 
were about six white tailed deer over in the field. I was just thrilled. They tell me there is still some 
around. And they had wild turkeys. They still have lots of wild turkeys. Oh, you used to see the birds 
along the roadside. You don't see that anymore. You had all kinds of snakes (i.e., "coral snakes, water 
moccasins, rattlesnakes and black snakes"). You had the alligators." 

Laura comments with some trepidation in her voice that she has come unknowingly close to several poisonous snakes 
while working in her yard. She recalls coming dangerously too close to a coral snake. "Right out here in front of us, 
cleaning that Lily turf. Had my hands playing down there and I looked, and I thought, 'That's a snake.' So, now I 
know I don't do that anymore. I shake things first." 

"[O]ver the years" Lake Elizabeth has had its share of invasive plants. Laura recalls one in particular, "It's a thin grass 
and it's clumpy. You have to get the whole root system out to get rid of it." 

Laura sees only limited use of the lake by its residents. She has seen jet-skiers and water-skiers on the lake, and 
although they usually drive responsibly, she is concerned they may hit a dock. Laura comments, "The only thing I 
don't like is if they come too close to the docks. I hate to see an accident. They will swing in. You know they want to 
make the lake as big as they can, naturally." She speculates about the limited use of the lake by its residents in recent 
years. In doing so, she sheds light on the inappropriateness of feeding wild animals. Laura states, 

"I think it's because there's been alligators out there. I think they have scared a lot of people. See, the 
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lake was up high and here's this big alligator up on the highest dock. Well, he's looking for you. You 
know they have logs in the rivers and things that they crawl up on. Well I agree, I'll give him room too. I 
wouldn't want to play with it. And, I think that's what scares people…[people don't have much to fear 
from the alligators], if they haven't been feeding them. If they do feed them that's bad."

Over the years, Laura's neighbors have moved, and have been replaced by others. She comments, "Most of our 
original neighbors, the ones we knew, except for May [Charlton], they're all gone. They've sold." In recollecting past 
neighbors, Laura remembers Cordiner Ranch on Lutz Lake Fern Road. Ralph Cordiner, who was at that time 
president and chief executive officer of the General Electric Company (a.k.a. GE), bought the ranch in the 1950's. 
The ranch "…had big beautiful cattle." In Laura's eyes, it is unfortunate that the ranch is now home to a large 
subdivision, called Cheval. Laura asserts that historically, much of the land in the vicinity of Lake Elizabeth was used 
for agricultural purposes, especially citrus groves. She also remembers being told that watermelons were grown in the 
area. 

Lake levels have fluctuated over the years, resulting in periodic flooding. Laura mentions 
that the Genres have had little problem with flooding due to the high elevation of their 
property and the design of their home. At Jack's request, the Genre home was built on a 
foundation of two cement blocks instead of one, the norm at that time (ca. 1965). 

The Genre's main concern with the lake over the years has not been flooding, but rather 
the opposite, low water."Ever since we've been here, we have been fighting Southwest 
Florida Water Management District…because of the pumping [(i.e., the well fields)]. 
Laura is currently worried that the water levels are too low, making the lake 
considerably smaller than how she remembers it in years past.

Development

Laura has lived in the Lake Elizabeth area long enough to have seen the surrounding land 
change from a sparsely dotted hinterland, well removed from Tampa, to a full blown 
suburb. Laura remembers the negative impacts of an early development effort to build up 
land on the lake's shores in the 1950's and 1960's. She laments, "What happened was, 
when we first bought the property, you could see every grain of white sand [at the 
bottom of the lake,]; it was just beautiful. But then, lawyers across the way, they decided they were going to put in a 
mobile home park. And they pumped out of this lake, and when they did, they went too deep. From what I 
understand, you can pump sand out of the lake as long as you don't go down to clay. But once you hit clay, then you 
disturb the balance of the water, and the clarity leaves. So then we got muck in …Taking out sand and building up 
land [for residential development]. Right, even then that's what it (i.e., development) was all about."

Laura describes a dispute that took place in the late 1950's between residents and the developers of a trailer park. 
Developers had started to construct a trailer park on the northwest shore; after the completion of several trailers, 
local residents sought to stop the development. Laura asserts that although they did not live on the lake at the time 
(they just owned property), they were part of the effort to stop the development. She recalls, " We fought it. We 
were out in California when they called us about it." She asserts that eventually the developers were stopped by 
Hillsborough County from building any more trailers, due to concerns that the trailer park may pass sewage into the 
lakes downstream, and eventually into Lake Tarpin and the Gulf of Mexico. 

Laura discusses what it was like to live in a remote area when she and Jack first moved 
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to Lake Elizabeth. In doing so, she offers some insight on the progression of commercial 
development and on residents' motivations for living in the lake area. Laura comments, 

"That's the reason why so many people out here want to keep this rural. They 
want it different. When we moved out here, we didn't mind driving thirty miles to 
the grocery store…Of course…we used the base (i.e., Mac Dill). They had a golf 
course…So we'd go down and we'd do most of our shopping there when we 
were done playing golf. But, the closest place was over in Tarpon Springs. And 
then they built the Publix in old Carrollwood. That was it, so you went a long 

distance to shop none of us cared. We bought our milk at Plantation Dairy which is now all subdivision. 
Oh gosh, it was a good many years before anything really came out close. Residential development was 
pretty stable until after the Super Bowl (1984). That's when it first started…My husband thought it 
would develop much quicker, but it didn't."

Two subdivisions have recently been built in the Lake Elizabeth area, called Stillwater 
and Centrex. Unfortunately, in the short time that they have been there, Laura has seen 
them negatively impact the environment. She recalls seeing the lake being contaminated 
one weekend by "dirty water" indirectly expelled from Centrex into the lake. She 
comments, 

"They pumped one weekend. I went down to the water, it looked god awful. All 
down the ditch and, I am wondering we've never had that before…This was 
terrible looking. It looked like, oh I don't know, chocolate. So, I called EPA and 
they came out. Centrex was pumping all of their dirty water into the ditch, and into 
the lake. They stopped it."

Laura also claims that Stillwater, upon developing their subdivision, removed moles from the property and relocated 
them to wetlands, which according to Laura are not their natural habitat.

The Future

Even though Laura is getting older, and Jack has "passed on," she continues to enjoy the 
beautiful lake environment she has called home since 1965. She comments that her 
biggest concern is that the lake is "smaller" due to low water levels, and she fears that it 
may continue to become smaller. Laura speculates about the cause of current water 
levels. She cites a reduction in rainfall in recent years, and the possibility that too much 
water is pumped out of the water table to feed the area's well fields as two probable 
reasons for the low water levels. Laura implies that in the future, she hopes that the lake 
area receives the respect and care it deserves from all those who interact with the area, 
including new and old residents, developers, and government agencies.


