Description: Thousands of basketball-size Australian
spotted jellyfish were seen in the Gulf of Mexico
during the summer of 2000. In many areas, the jellyfish
were packed so tightly that fishing gear was damaged
and trawling was impossible.The bell of this jellyfish is
white (semi-transparent to opague) with bright white
spots. Frilly tentacles extend below the bell.The
Australian spotted jelly has a very mild sting.

Description: The spectacular lionfish grows to 17
inches (43 em). It has distinctive white and red stripes,
fleshy tentacles around its face, fanlike pectoral fins,
and 13 dorsal spines that cantain extremely painful,
but generally non-fatal, venom: This fish inhabits
turbid lageons and reefs down to 180 feet (55 m). It is
generally found under ledges and feeds on small
crustaceans and fishes. It spends most of its daylight
hours imma@bile and may not swim away when
disturbed. Instead, it may peint its dorsal spines
toward the intruder.

Australian
Spotted lellyfish
Phyilorhiza
punctata

Florida Locations: Gulf
of Mexico (2000), Indian
River Lagoon (2001)

Suspected Vector: ship
ballast or hull fouling
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Indo-Pacific
Lionfish (Red
Lionfish)

Pterois voliftans

Florida Locations: Miami
area (early 1990'), Jackson-
ville (2002)

Suspected Vector: home
aquarium releases
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