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Education Meetings
- Golden Eagle Way
- Bloomingdale west
- FL Aquarium
- Mt Silla
- Rainbridge

Cleanups
- Little Lake Wilson
- Lk Magdalene Woods
- Pebblebrook

Plantings
- Crestfield 
- Hampton Village Dr
- Lk Magdalene Cir
- Lk Magdalene Woods

Pond Walks
- FL Aquarium
- Lithia Ridge
- Timms Memorial
- Country Grove
- Nottinghill Dr
- University Village
- Villager Ct

ACTIVITIES UPDATEACTIVITIES UPDATE

Yes, it’s that time already. Our annual pond judging was held on November 6th.
We had 7 ponds enter the competition, and the winner is...

The Dynamic Duo Pond on Andre Dr. 

For more information see the article on page 3.
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LLAKEAKE , P, PONDOND , & S, & STREAMTREAM SSEMINAREMINAR- - the highlights

This year’s seminar was the best yet! So as usual, we
want to share some of the highlights with you. 

Thanks to everyone who attended, all of our
exhibitors,  and our speakers. You all made the event
a huge success. And if you didn’t make it this year,
plan to come next time. Look for announcements next
summer.

SSOO ......TELLTELL MEME WHATWHAT YOUYOU REALLYREALLY THINKTHINK

Every once in a while it’s good to get some other people’s opinion. So
we’re just wondering... what do you think of this newsletter?

We hope you find it entertaining and informational, but we’re interested
in your honest opinion. What do you like? What do you want to see
more of? Anything you could do without? We’d like to know how many
of you even read it. 

Remember, this program is about YOU, so your suggestions are always
welcome. Send us your comments at mcgeej@hillsboroughcounty.org
or mail them to: Adopt-A-Pond

23rd Floor
PO Box 1110
Tampa, FL 33601

We had 546 people sign in, but we’re pretty sure there
were more people in there. That’s about 100 more peo-
ple than last year!

Exhibits filled the entire lobby, upstairs and
down. There was lots to see and do, not to men-
tion, loads of giveaways!

The crowd wasn’t just program people, we had
students, entire classes, relatives, and friends.
Everyone’s getting into the event.
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2002 P2002 PONDOND JJUDGINGUDGING CCOMPETITIONOMPETITION
Congratulations to all the competing ponds!

Every year in the fall, as the growing season winds down, we hold
our Best Maintained Pond Competition. This Pond Judging, as it is
also called, is an opportunity for pond groups to show off what
they’ve done and see how they rank against other ponds in the
county. This year, all 7 ponds that competed were great. The range
of scores was higher than the last two years. This means that many
of our groups are improving with time!

But now on
to the winner!
You may
remember the
Andre Drive pond from the last newsletter. It was the subject of
the Pond Gopher article. It sits under a canopy of large oaks and
sports a wide variety of plants. Besides the big 5: pickerelweed,
duck potato, canna, iris, and cordgrass. This pond is home to
maples, cypress, water lilies, a host of natural recruits, and many
ornamental species. And it doesn’t stop at the pond edge. This
group has carried the landscaping all the way up into the yard
and surrounding area. They’ve included a bat box. And they
even salvage their air conditioning condensation for irrigation.
But perhaps the most outstanding feature of this pond is it’s use
of unique items in the landscape. They make old tires into
planters, old pallets into tables, old futon frames into outdoor

benches. They’ve even converted an old baby swing into a hang-
ing planter!

This group certainly puts in the work as well. They’ve taken this
pond from an overgrown mess and turned into a lush whimsical
playground all by hand! Suzanne Sarwatka, the group representa-
tive, and her husband pulled literally tons of woody vegetation
and grasses out of the pond, slowly replacing the bad with the
good and using the wild vegetation to their advantage. I get calls
from them regularly asking for advice and just giving me
updates. Congratulations to the Dynamic Duo Pond.

And to all the rest of our competing groups, keep up the good
work! Each year we send out announcements to the Group
Representatives for each pond. If you want to compete next fall,
let your Group Rep know so they can send in the application.

HOMEOWNERS BEWARE!HOMEOWNERS BEWARE!  Invasive plants are lurking about!Invasive plants are lurking about!
Plants, such as Brazilian pepper and air potato vines, have escaped from cultivation. They compete
with native plants and can quickly dominate a landscape, reducing food and shelter available to
native wildlife.  They can also overwhelm home landscapes. Learn to identify these exotic invasive
plants so you can take steps to eliminate them from your property. Check out the Florida Exotic
Pest Plant Council's website www.fleppc.org for further information. Free workshops are being
planned and will be announced on the website.

Very creative! Airplane swing, now flying Tilansia over a
pond filled with maidencane and lilies.

The 2002 judging team: L-R Cecil, Russell, David, Martin,
John, Ivis, & Bill.

In the dry season, this pond empties completely. No problem-
great time for maidencane & smartweed to come in.
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Taken from “Paving Our Way To Water Shortages- How Sprawl
Aggravates the Effects of Drought”.  By Otto, Ransel, Todd, Lovaas,
Stutzman, & Bailey. 

We’re all familiar with the phenomenon-- that cow
pasture or orange grove that used to be there is now a
grocery store, a discount clothes outlet, a coffee shop,
and an outparcel restaurant. Most people lament the
loss of the open space for about 30 seconds as they wait
in line to try out the new restaurant. But a new study
proves there’s more to worry about.

This type of development, known as suburban sprawl,
results in massive lateral expansion of cities, and with
cities come pavement. And more pavement means less
water can return into the ground (not to mention more
pollution). In drought prone areas (that is most of the
US) this increased runoff means even the rain we do

get doesn’t make it to recharge the aquifer. We are quite literally, flushing our water supply down the stormdrain. 

According to the study, Tampa expanded 199,800 acres from 1982-1997. This means that we had an average water
loss of 7.3 billion to 17.0 billion gallons per year. By extrapolating these results we find that, using the conservative
numbers mind you, we waste enough water to provide 461,062 people with water for a year. Wow!

So what can we do about it? Encourage ‘smart growth’ in your area. This means focusing on redevelopment of older
areas, and mixing business and residential uses so people don’t need to drive so far. It also means promoting more
green space, and using pervious and pollution preventing technology. Some of these things can be done around your
house. Replace driveways with pervious concrete or lattice block, use rain barrels, and participate in programs like
Florida Yards & Neighborhoods, and of course Adopt-A-Pond! Remember that change is slow, but if we all do a little
to tell others about these things, the word gets around fast.

For more info on this subject check out the websites section on page 6.

Suburban SprawlSuburban Sprawl
sending drinking water down the drains

There’s often a lot of confusion about how our government
works. Over the next few issues this section will address some
of the relationships between other agencies and Adopt-A-
Pond. This time we’re focusing on the EPC, not to be con-
fused with the EPA. 

The EPC is Hillsborough County’s environmental agency, the
EPA is the federal agency. We deal with the Wetlands
Division, but they also regulate air, water, waste and so on.
The Wetlands Division is charged with regulating every wet-
land in the county. This regulation is defined by a very
detailed rule which you can read on the EPC website
www.epchc.org. Every Adopt-A-Pond project must be
reviewed by the EPC to determine if it will impact wetlands.
If it does, then the pond is not eligible for our program. In wetland cases, EPC offers a Miscellaneous Activities in a
Wetland Permit which allows residents to work in the wetland within agreed limits. 

Adopt-A-Pond maintains an excellent relationship with the EPC. After all, we’re both working to protect and improve
our water resources. When we approach a project in a spirit of cooperation and professionalism, we can make good
things happen. Adopt-A-Pond is always glad to work with the knowledgeable people of the EPC.

HHOWOW WEWE WWORKORK TTOGETHEROGETHER
Environmental Protection Commission (EPC)


