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WHERE WE'VE BEEN CHEck US ouT...we'RE IN CO OR

Education Meetings

- 03-12 Sedgebrook PI

- 03-11 Keystone Mnrs
- 03-13 Bethania’s Pond
- 01-05 Riverglen

Pond W alks

- Davidsen Middle

- Carrolwood Gables

- Temple Terrace Elem

Events
- Teach-In, Kenly Elem
- Holiday of Lights

That'’s right! Now you can see us in full living color... well maybe not quite
living color. And that’s not all! We’ve got some other changes for you inside.
Take aléolsiat page 3 for more information on what's new... and in
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THE WORLD 1S WATCHING
And we’re showin’ it off!

Adopt-A-Pond has helped over 200 por\de. have

almost 5000 names on our mailing list, and we add por

every yearbut the only advertising we do is through yot

that is our pondsThat’s right, we dort’ actively solicit

ponds to join our program. Every pond group in Our pro

gram has come to us because they needed help and w

could ofer it. Now, our popularity is starting to spread.

Pinellas County has started Adopt-A-Pond. Soon Pascc

County will have one. Brevard County has gotten into it

Sarasota is working on it, and we’ve been contacted by

people inVirginia and lllinois requesting information on

how we did it. Many of these agencies send representatives out to see first-hand, and guess what...we take the
your pondsep, you may not see it happening, but your ponds are serving as ambassadors to the rest of the w
about how citizens can make afelience in their environment. So dbhe shybe proud of what you've accem
plished, keep up the good work, and spread the \iidrel world is watching!

Do you like working with people? Do you have what it t akes to help others learn?
The busy season of Adopt-A-Pond planting is coming up, and we’re looking for a
few exciting people to coordinate some of these event  s. Just identify the plant s
and show volunteers how to plant them. Event s last no more than 2 hours. Set
your own schedule. T raining provided. Cont act 307-1785 for det ails or email
mcgeej@hillsboroughcounty .org

STORMWATER ECOLOGIST
The way learning should be

L ast year we introduced a new program callextr®water
Ecologist.This program was designed as a means to get our
message into junior and high schools. But to do that, we've
incorporated some of the latest concepts in education. Not
only does this program @et specific Sunshinet&e

Standards (teachers, you know about that), but it uses hands
on discoverycritical thinking, real-world application, and
service learning to reach into various learning styles and
engage students.

See, if we're going to actually make a change, wetgast
preach at our kids, especially todayidependent information soaked generatia.have to guide them into experi
ences and let them come to their own conclusions. If our message is truly valid, they’ll see why and they’ll agre
What's more, they’ll start looking past it into areas that we hawen addressed. Now just imagine, a class of-inte
ested students who bring new information to yiliat a dream right?

Well, Sormwater Ecologist can help you get thaki offer in-class critical thinking activities using a really cool
Enviroscape model\e’ll take you and your class out for a walk around the campus to show everyone just how n
is going on thereAnd we’ll even help students design and get into a service learning project in their area-- anyth
from stormdrain marking to water quality experiments, and even full scale restord&aokers, you owe it to your
kids to check this one ouAnd kids, you dort’ have to wait, call us to see how you can get in on the action! Call or
email for more information.
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COLOR AND MORE!!!
The NEW On Our Pond .

As, we all know from working on our ponds, change is
inevitable. Sometimes changes are good, and sometim
they arert. Now atAdopt-A-Pond, we’ve learned to look
forward to change, and fortunately for us, we just keep
ting better and better! Our latest change is something t
we’ve wanted to do for a long tim&nd we know that
some of you have asked for this as well. So at long las
we're able to bring you our newsletter in bright cofdl
the pictures will be cleargand that pesky chart on the bx
page will actually make some sense!

But color isnt our only new feature. If you havemoticed,
this issue is slightly thicker than usudlell that's because
we’ve alscADDED A PAGE! Hopefully that excites you as
much as it does us. It means we’ve got more space to bring you all the gfahastwe usually do. But this new
page wort just be more of the sam¥éou’ll notice that the two extra pages are dedicated to issues that reach beyc
the borders of the pond. Oh, it'll still have the same easy and quick-witted style, but we felt it was important to r
out past the area we've all grown accustomed to and bring you information about some of the other things the
Stormwater Management Section is involved in... and all from our unique perspective as pond restorers and cor
ty volunteers.

So take a look, enjoy the coJ@nd feel free to tell us what you thie really do like to hear from you.

ADOPT-A-POND EDITORIAL - Right of Entry

Recently this issue has become such a problem for us that w
decided to publish a little information onWhen a pond group
signs up and needs an initial cleanup, we require that the proj
erty owners, and often the owners of lots adjacent to work
areas, sign étthat they agree to the workhe reason for this is
thatAdopt-A-Pond works hard to maintain the distinction
between what we do, and Hillsborough County's maintenance
program. InAdopt-A-Pond, the County partners with citizens to
do acooperativerestorationThis means it isn't mandatorio
ensure that residents understand this we require signatures o
our application. For those who don't want to join the program,
but do consent to the work we use a specially designed Right
Entry form.This form indemnifies the County and states the
terms of the cleanup. It should be a simple thing, but too ofter
residents don't see it that wayet's look at our perspective.

According to County poligymaintenance of stormwater ponds
is limited to situations where structures no longer funcilidiis means they won't do anything unless system failure
documentedThis is necessary due to logistic constraints.Ridpt-A-Pond is willing to come in and partner with
neighborhoods to get your pond looking nice by reason of teaching pollution prevention in the pibresidents
have to do is participate in the program. In the case of Right of Entry agreements, we aren't even asking yeu to
ipate because your neighbors have decided to do it forAylowe need to do is go by! Now we recognize that-resi
dents are concerned about their yards, but we agree to repair everything except sprinklers and sod, both of whi
extremely easy and cheap to fix if indeed there is any dafageesidents are too often willing to pass up literally
thousand®f dollars in free work to protect a few dollars of gr&dsll as a voluntary program, this is your choice.
But think carefully becausé&dopt-A-Pond can only come out once.
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WHAT IS AN ILLICIT DISCHARGE

They're illegal, but all too common
By David Glicksbeg

Have you ever seen someone emptying their pool water into
the street or into a conservation area/wetlanthat about
blowing leaves and grass clippings into a storm drain, or dum|
ing yard waste into a ditch? How about that small pipe coming
from someone's home or business and running to a pond or
connecting to a storm sewer pipEtese are just a few exam
ples of what we refer to as "lllicit Disclg@s", or in the latter
case an "lllicit ConnectionAn illicit dischaige is any dis

chage to a storm sewer system or surface waters that is not
composed entirely of stormwatén illicit connection is usual

ly a pipe or some other conveyance that allows non-stormwat
to enter the storm sewer system or surface watéshing
machine, water softeneand chemically treated pool water-dis

chages are examples of all too common but illegal diggsrconnections. Even leaves and grass can cause envir
mental impacts to water bodies by releasing excess nutrients to the water which may cause algae blooms and |
oxygen levels in the water killing fish and other aquatic [Met's why Hillsborough County has @aoBmwater

Quality Management Ordinance which prohibits any illicit disgharor illicit connections (except for some exemp
tions which are listed below). So what should you do if you see an illicit dggeloarconnection? Report it to the
Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County by calling (813) 272-8&6all can make a dér-
ence, and every little bit counts. So remembaly rain down the drain.

Dischages exempt from thet@&mwater Quality Management Ordinance: landscape irrigation/lawn watering; pote
water sources; air conditioning condensate; individual residential car washing (remember to wash your car in th
and not in the driveway to minimize soapy water going into a storm drain); andesmogiresponse activities such as

fire fighting.

How WE WORK TOGETHER
Hillsborough County Mosquito Control

Were still looking at howAdopt-A-Pond works with other
agencies to accomplish our godlbis issue we’re looking at

Mosquito Control.

As you can guess from the name, this agency igeldawith

management of mosquito populations in Hillsborough Coun
To do this, they employ a comprehensive program of manitg
ing-- using traps, bird mortalityand sentinel chickens to track
mosquito-borne diseases, management-- using pesticide, h
cide, and breeding source reduction, and education-- to hel
zens understand their role in this public health issue. Since

Hillsborough County has around 50 species of mosquito, th
can be quite a task, and Mosquito Control is up for it with a

of specialized equipment including an amphibious vehicle,-3

Tim Madden (driver) & Joe Sultenfuss (sprayer) from
Mosquito Control spraying some weeds in their amphibi-
ous Argo vehicle.

icopter a plane, airboats, and all kinds of specialized tools; earn
ing them the reputation among county departments as the unit with the cool toys. But these guyst éinené play
ing around.They maintain constant vigilance and action, 24 hours a day at the most crucial times of year

Even with all this work of their own, Mosquito Control is always willing to edjopt-A-Pond using their equip
ment, and even herbiciding ponds when both our program goals run togathealso participate in oddopt-A-
Pond Committee to help us continually guide our program into new and better areas. So if you see one of the
Mosquito Control guys around, remember to say thanks for all their hard work.
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Beyond the Pond

FOCUSING ON ISSUES FROM BEYOND THE SCOPE
OF ADOPT-A-POND

So WHAT’s THIS ALL ABOUT

Beyond the Pondrou’re thinking, “It's cute, it rhymes, but whatit
all about?"We all know thaAdopt-A-Pond is a unique program, b
behind it all is the Hillsborough Countyddmwater Management
Section.This County Section has had the foresight to look past th
stereotypical government mindset of minimums and fight the uphill
tle to create a group that does far better work than anyone ever expect
Theres one word for this kind of thinkingprogressiveAnd thats exactly
how Sormwater operates, using progressive concepts in employee emp
ment to engender creative solutions from theirf stdfe result is not only
programs likeAdopt-A-Pond that lead the nation in environmental educa
al concepts, but it also shows up in every other aspedboh@ateis responsi
bilities from theWatershed Master Plans, which are now “considered best inform
available” by SWFWMD, to the stormwat&ccelerated Program, which brought
over 500 significant improvements in stormwater management to the comm
over the past 5 years. But this istiie kind of thing you as the public are goi
to hear unless you happen to move in those circles. So here we are wit
er progressive idea: we're going use this publication to tell you what elseTs

going on. Every quartddeyond the Pondill feature articles about the various projects and intricacies of the
Stormwater Management Section and stormwater management in géafteradll, knowledge is the first step toward
understanding, and understanding leads to everydmtterment.

TQM STORMWATER STYLE
the 411 on TQM from HCPWSM

By Ed Tapia

Every year the ®rmwater Management Section holds a retreat where we
review the past year's goals, look for areas for improvement, and establish
goals for the next yearhis is part of our "continuous improvementfoefs,

which you may have heard of elsewhere as "total quality managemént."”

figured, heck... if it can produce better quality cars why can't it produce bet

stormwater management. I'd like to share some of the guiding principles
which we'll use this year to pursue our mission and our vision.

1. Create a collaborative culture, both internal and external.
2.Look at the long term and not the short term.
3. Build a "learning" oganization, focused on continuous improvement.
4. Develop stdfto their full potential through teaching and encouragement.
5. Build a confident spirited ganization.
6. Inspire pride in every aspect of the jdldhen a person takes pride in their job, they do better work.
7. Focus on "Re-connecting” with the community
8. Arouse a progressive community spivile’re all responsible for developing a strongepgressive community

This new expanded format f@n Our Ponds one of our many &drts to put this into practice.
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ANNUAL ART & EssAay CONTEST
For National Public W orks W eek

By Mariana Llanso

Sormwater is once again preparing to celebrate National
PublicWorksWeek on May 16-22, 200%Ve’ll hold our
FourthAnnualArt & Essay Contest for elementary school
children.The theme of this year's contest'lisow Does

Your Government Collect RainWater and Take It Off the
Roads to Pevent Flooding SdNe Can Drive Safely?The
theme is designed to create an interest in children about the
many functions of their Publid/orks Department.

The contest gets more popular each year; last year the then
was about ‘Bridgesand we received over 400 entries. It was
very difficult for our judges to select the winners because so
many submissions were excellent. Everyone was impressed with the detail, the graativibe amount of research
kids had put into their creations. PublMorks recognizes the teachers for their important role in makingrth&
Essay Contest so successful and in helping us to educate children about public works.

School principals and guidance counselors will receive flyers announciAgtt®eEssay Contest by the end of
FebruaryTheArt Contest will have three categories, K - 1st grade; 2nd grade - 3rd grade, and 4th - 5thhgrade.
Essay Contest is one category asdfen to the 4th and 5th grades. Each category will have First, SecoRirand
Place winnersThe PublicWorks consultants and contractors have strongly supported this program since its incef
Many have participated by donating prizes and refreshments for the awards cerfdmqnyzes are great - last year
the winners received tickets to Universalidos, Disneyworld, and Busch Gardens!

OLD FoRrT KING TRAIL
Sorry cars, not this time!

By Martin Montalvo

One of the benefits of living in the sunshine state is the
opportunity to recreate in the outdoors yearnd.A new
recreational opportunity will soon be available to the citi
of Hillsborough County: Old Fort Kingrail.

Old Fort KingTrail constitutes the first phase of the
Hillsborough County Greenways Master Plan's Cross
County Greenway trail concefthis master plan envisione
the creation of a countywide system of recreational trails
open space corridors, connecting with other trail project:
Pasco County and Manatee County

This 6.5 mile “multi-use trail” will accommodate various

activities including cycling, horseback riding, in-line skating, and walkdgrge portion of the trail will be paved
while the remainder of the trail will maintain a rustic hiking trail desigre trail will extend from Hillsborough
County's John B. Sgeant Park, imMhonotosassa, north to Hillsborough Rivéat8 Park. It starts along the east side
of US Highway 301 to Holloman's Branch Creek after which the trail crosses US Hwy 301 and heads into public
owned lands. On the west side of US 301 the trail continues on for another 3.1 miles through a combination of
woods and bottom lands adjacent to the Hillsborough River and its tribuidriesection of trail will use existing
Jeep trails and fire cuts in order to prevent any additional impact to the surroundinther@dase of the trail will
end at Dead River Road where trail users will have the choice of heading west into the Hillsborough County's C
River Park or north into the Model Dairy ELARRe and, eventuall\Hillsborough River gte Park.

Construction for Old Fort Kingrail will begin in the Spring of 2004 and is scheduled to take six months to compls
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AskK AAP- It's pretty simple: you ask, we answer

Since we often get great questions from people
throughout the quartewe thought we’d use this spg
to answer some of the good ones.

That said, we need you to ask awkiyheres any
thing you'd like to know about your pond, our pro
gram, pollution prevention, ecologgonservation
biology, or anything else related, send me an emai
mcgeej@hillsboroughcountyg I'll do my best to
find an answerand if we publish your question, we’
send you a little something as a thank you.

? Is there a way we can get the County to practicg
what we preach? Do all county departments follow
theAdopt-A-Pond approach to retention areas? -J.

- Yes on practicing and preaching. Make commen

your commissioners about it. Citizens have the po

\'Avd ]

to initiate policy changes through their commission&rngl no, most departments do not follow our approsééire
working on that too, but once more, persistent constructive citizen comment gets results. (But yelling turnsfpeoy

so please be nice.)

? Are there any private ponds which will provide limited access in return for cleaning up the ponds? -A.M.

- Bless you, may your very steps spring up with pickerelweed! Many ponds ask me for help like this, but | need
hands to der them. People willing to look beyond their own yards are hard to find. I'm sure there are many ponc
that would agree to this arrangement. | know a few; | can hook ycddndpreaders, herg’'your chance... let me

know if you're up for such a deal!

TRY THIS OUT- Experiment s for you at home.

Like to play with stuf? Like to figure stufout? Know
someone (or a whole class of them) who needs something
to occupy his timeThen this section is for you.

Is there a dierence between tap water and rainwater? If
rainwater is supposed to have more nutrients, wouttat
be better for plants@/ell let’s find out!

1. Collect some rainTo add some fun, also collect some
coming of the roof in a diferent bucket (you could use a
rain barrel!)

2. Sprout some seeds. Beans grow fast, but choose what
you like, just make sure that you have all the same kind of
plants.You'll want at least 3 plants, but more is bettdr

in their own pots.

3. Set them up in the same location, so they all get equal
amounts of light.

4. Measure the height of the plants with a ruRRecord it in a logbook.
5. Water one set with tap watehe second with plain rainwat@nd the third with roof watemake sure you use the

same amount of water each time.

6. Repeat step 5 every time they need waikrasure the height when you water

Which will grow better?ry it out! Tell us what you learn!

If you have a good idea for ¥y This Out” let us know!
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VisIiT THESE WEBSITES
LAKEWATCH: http://lakewatch.ifas.ufl.edu

/

Extension Service: http://hillsborough.extension.ufl.edu/

Hillsborough County Watershed Atlas: http://www .hillsborough.wateratlas.org

Adopt-A-Pond Webpages (direct link):

http://www .hillsborough.wateratlas.org/adopt/geninfo.asp

Southwest Florida Water Management District: http://www .watermatters.org

Aquaphyte IFAS Newsletter: http://plant s.ifas.ufl.edu/ag-w02-1.html
Florida Master Naturalist Program: http://www .masternaturalist.ifas.ufl.edu/
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POND SAMPLING RESULTS- Temperature

Because there isnénough data to show a tren
in 2004 yet, we’re using data from 2003.
Temperature is measured in degrees centigrac
celsius {C). To convert these numbers to

Fahrenheit, use this formulaC(x 1.8) + 32. 7

35
As you can see in the chart (which, | might adc
makes a whole lot more sense in color), tempe
ture ranges from 28 to 34C. We dont have g
enough ponds sampling to tell us much about &
countywide trends, but temperature is necesse
because other parameters such as dissolved ¢
gen are dependent onTthat means that proces
in the pond will be dierent at diferent tempera
tures.Without accounting for the temperature
when the pond is sampled, we’d never know if
other readings were accurate, or normal.

entigrade

5

0

Temperature

In order to give you a clear understanding of water quality we’going to
focus on one parameter at a tirdalditional water quality data is available
from our office if you & inteested.

Jan

Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug
month

Pond 02-07 site 1 Pond 02-07 site 2 KEHOA site 1
—a— Davidsen Middle site 1 —@— Davidsen Middle site 2 —A— Lakeview Vil site 1

KEHOA site 2




